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Nunga Kids Art Competition 2026

Hosted by Commissioner for Aboriginal Children and Young People

Theme — “50 Years of Deadly”

Overview

The Commissioner for Aboriginal Children and Young People, Dale Agius, is pleased to announce
the Nunga Kids Art Competition 2026.

The Nunga Kids Art Competition encourages Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and
young people to express themselves through creative artwork that translates to the theme of
NAIDOC Week 2026: “50 Years of Deadly”.

Competition entry

Commissioner Agius invites South Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, from
preschool to Year 12, to participate in the art competition.

A panel comprised of three Aboriginal community members will assess the artwork and decide on
a winner for each age category.

Age categories

e Preschool - Year 2
e Years3and 4

e Years5andb6

e Years7t09

e Years10to 12

Guidelines for the competition are listed below and can also be found on the ‘Nunga Kids Art
Competition’ page at (https://cacyp.com.au/nungakidsartcompetition/).

Students wishing to participate will be required to submit the online Nunga Kids Art Competition
EOI Form and post or drop their artwork to the below address by 24 September 2026.

Commissioner for Aboriginal Children and Young People
Suite 3, 55 Currie Street
Adelaide, SA, 5000

Entries close Wednesday 24 September 2026.
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https://cacyp.com.au/nungakidsartcompetition/
https://share-ap1.hsforms.com/1H_T8rl3VQOCqw2rckptgmwd8k1n
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Nunga Art Competition 2026 Guidelines

Introduction

The Nunga Art Kids Competition was created to capture the voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children and young people through creative expression. It provides a platform to
showcase their artistic talents and skills while celebrating and expressing their cultural identity.

Conditions of entry

All Students must be Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander.
Art topic
In line with the 2026 theme for NAIDOC Week, “50 years of Deadly”.

Creatively express this year’s theme on paper, canvas or hardboard no bigger than A3 and no
smaller than A4. Any art materials can be used.
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Exhibition

A panel comprised of three Aboriginal community members will assess the artworks and decide on
a winner for each age category.

Students will be formally notified if they have won within their age category on Monday 12
October 2026.

Artwork will be displayed from Tuesday 19 October to Thursday 12 November 2026. The venue
will be announced in the coming weeks. The exhibition will be open to community during this time.

Finalists will be required to attend an event at the exhibition venue (yet to be confirmed) on
Monday 19 October 2026 where prizes will be given and the exhibition will be officially opened.

For more information, please contact:

Xena Habel
Senior Project Officer
8226 3322 or commissioneracyp@sa.gov.au

Prizes
The successful winners will receive the following prizes:

Early Years (Preschool to Year 2) - winner will receive a certificate, and an iPad.
Junior Primary (Years 3 and 4) - winner will receive a certificate, and an iPad.
Primary (Years 5 and 6) - winner will receive a certificate, and an iPad.

Middle (Years 7 to 9) — winner will receive a certificate, and an iPad.

Senior (Years 10 to 12)- winner will receive a certificate, and an iPad.

All entrants will receive a certificate of participation.

Assessment

Judging is a subjective process but will always be related to the nominated criteria that is
established prior to competition commencement.

Factors to be considered in judging the competition include:

e Creativity and originality

e Relevance to theme

e Effort and skill (age appropriate)
e Presentation
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