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South Australian Aboriginal Youth (OUR SAAY)  
Public Speaking Competition 2026 - Judging criteria  

The following table is the criteria that the judges of the ‘Our SAAY’ competition 
will use to determine the best speeches for both the preliminary finals and finals.  

CRITERIA EVALUATION 

Content (50%) 

Well-constructed content that engages the audience /10 

Demonstrated understanding of the question /10 

Demonstrated knowledge and awareness of 

Aboriginal culture and history.  

For example- Aboriginal historical events, etc.  

/10 

Demonstrated use of evidence and research /10 

Well-structured with an opening, body and 

conclusion 

/10 

Language (30%) 

Promotes clear understanding of the question /10 

Language is concise and relevant to the question  /10 

Demonstrates respect and is appropriate to a broad 

audience  

/10 

Delivery (20%) 

Physical presentation (body language, engaging 

manner, enthusiasm) 

/10 

Pronunciation and tone of voice /10 

 


