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South Australian Aboriginal Youth (OUR SAAY)  
Public Speaking Competition 2026 Overview  

PURPOSE 
The South Australian Aboriginal Youth Public Speaking Competition (OUR SAAY) 
provides a platform for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young 
people to develop public speaking skills in a formal capacity and to amplify their 
voices on important topics and issues that matter to them.  

Launched in 2023, the competition strengthens young people’s confidence, 
public speaking abilities, leadership, and cultural pride while supporting 
statewide youth participation, including from regional and remote communities. 

COMPETITION ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students living in South Australia 
• Students enrolled from Year 3 to Year 12 at any SA educational facility 

ENTRIES OPEN & CLOSE 
To enter, students must submit the online Expression of Interest (EOI) Form 
Open from Monday 2 March 2026  
Closes Friday 27 March 2026.  

AGE CATEGORIES 
1. Junior Primary – Years 3–4 
2. Primary – Years 5–6 
3. Middle – Years 7–9 
4. Senior – Years 10–12 

PRELIMINARY HEATS SPEECH REQUIREMENTS: 
Students will present a 2–3 minute speech (depending on their age category) 
based on the Reconciliation Week Theme: All In, which is provided in advance. 
Students can shape their speech using their own voice, words and delivery style. 
 
SCHEDULE & PARTICIPATION OPTIONS 
Preliminary heats will be held in person at: 
55 Currie Street, Adelaide 
Monday 4 – Friday 8 May 2026 
 
Students from regional and remote areas will have access to travel support. 

ALTERNATIVES 
Students unable to attend may submit their preliminary entry as a pre-recorded 
speech. 
Where a school has multiple applicants, the Commissioner’s staff may visit the 
school to record speeches. 
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PRELIMINARY JUDGING 
Speeches are assessed by three Aboriginal community members. The 
Preliminary Judges will not be the same Judges as those assessing the finals.  
 
Students will be notified of their result via their nominated email and phone 
number 
 
FINALS 
The finals will be held on Friday 3 July 2026 at The Terrace Hotel, South Terrace, 
Adelaide.  
 
Finalists must attend in person, with the Commissioner’s office providing 
transport and accommodation assistance for regional and remote students and 
one accompanying adult. 
 
FINALS SPEECH THEME 
“50 years of NAIDOC” – Questions will be sent to students ahead of time. 
 
FINALS SPEECH TIMES 
• Junior Primary (Year 3-4) - 4-5 minutes 
• Primary (Years 5–6) – 4-5 minutes  
• Middle (Years 7–9) – 5-6 minutes 
• Senior (Years 10–12) – 6–7 minutes  

FINALS JUDGING & ATTENDANCE 
Judged by three Aboriginal community members selected personally by the 
Commissioner for Aboriginal Children and Young People. 
 
Families, school representatives, community members and invited guests are 
welcome. Event includes presentation of winners followed by lunch. 
 
PRIZES 
Winners in each age category will receive: 
• A certificate 
• An electronic learning device  
 
All entrants will receive a certificate of participation. 

CONTACT 
For further information: 
Phone: 8226 3353 
Email: xena.habel@sa.gov.au 
 


